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following extensive crops of Brazil: soybean, coffee, sugarcane and maize. She also describes the causes 
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Potassium is absorbed by plants from the soil so-
lution in the K+ form. This absorption mainly de-
pends on the diffusion of this element on the soil 
solution to access to the root surface.

The process of potassium absorption is very 
similar to the phosphorous absorption, neverthe-

of the second. This causes the rapid reduction of 

by plants.   

Potassium is probably the most recycled ele-
ment by plants, removing it from deep layers to 
the surface of the soil.

The possibility of potassium absorption by 
crops is related to the soil water contents as well 
as to the calcium and magnesium levels. The wa-
ter level reduction on soil is related to potassium 
diffusion, hindering the absorption of this ele-
ment by roots. It is relatively frequent to observe 
on the farms, that on dry years, the potassium ab-

-
lity, increasing crop weight, the number of seeds 
per spike –specially on maize–, increasing the 
level of soybean protein, increasing the level of 
sugar on sugarcane, increasing the level and re-

grain wheat for bread and increasing the longevi-
ty of forages.


